THIS is the eleventh in a series of monographs dealing with various aspects of radiology. The book is of special interest since Dr. Davidson from Mount Zion Hospit-al, San Francisco, an authority on renal disease, wrote most of the text while on sabbatical leave in London, under the critical eye of his British contemporaries. The radiologic assessment of renal parenchymal disease is discussed on the basis of pathologic anatomy and physiology.
The introductory chapters concern radiographic technique, renal anatomy and embryology. Pathological processes are discussed in "Diagnostic Sets" based on the size and shape of the kidneys on the plain film and intravenous pyelogram. While this is a practical approach, and useful for reference purposes, the natural evolution of disease and clinico-pathological correlation are necessarily rather disjointed as similar conditions must be included in several of the eight "Diagnostic Sets".
The excellent illustrations demonstrate the value of properly supervised intravenous pyelography, especially the use of tomography to enhance detail. The role of renal arteriography and venography and the value of ultrasound in the evaluation of renal mass lesions is well documented. In a book devoted to renal disease it is surprising to find no discussion on the value of radioactive isotopes, while cysto-urethrography is given scant mention. Another criticism is the apparent acceptance of simple retrograde pyelography as a valuable and acceptable technique.
With a comprehensive bibliography, this is a good reference book for the radiologist or urologist, and for those training for F.R.C.R. distils much useful information.
J.P.13. In spite of the inclusion of many new topics, reflecting advances in care, the size of this edition, when compared with its predecessor in 1971, is not greatly increased. Unfortunately, the same cannot be said for the price and, despite this, the paper is thin enough to allow the print to show through on both sides. Otherwise the production is satisfactory and the author is to be congratulated on a fine achievement. W.T.
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